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contents, we could speak also of contents of the unconscious.
In doing so we Should postulate another consciousness, so to
speak, in the unconscious. I will not enter into this delicate
point, which I have treated in another connexion, but will
confine myself to the question whether we can or cannot
differentiate anything in the unconscious. This question can
only be answered empirically, that is, by the counter-question,
whether or no there are plausible reasons for such a
differentiation.
There is no doubt in my mind that all the activities
ordinarily taking place in consciousness can also run their
course in the unconscious. There are many examples of an
intellectual problem attaining no solution during the waking
state, but being solved in a dream. I know, for instance, an
expert accountant who tried in vain for many days to clear
up a fraudulent bankruptcy. One day he was working on
it up till midnight without results, and then went to bed.
At three in the morning his wife heard him get up and go into
his workroom. She followed and saw him industriously making
notes at his desk. After about a quarter of an hour he returned.
In the morning he remembered nothing. He began again on
the work, and found written in his own hand a whole series
of notes which straightened out the tangle completely and
finally.
In my practical work I have been dealing with dreams for
more than twenty years. Countless times I have observed
the way in which thoughts that were not thought, or feelings
not felt by the waking consciousness came up afterwards
in dreams, thus reaching consciousness indirectly. The dream,
as such, is certainly a conscious content; otherwise it could
not be an object of direct experience. But in so far as it
brings up materials that were unconscious before, we are
forced to assume that these contents had some kind of
psychic existence in an unconscious state from which they
emerged into the narrowed field, or remnant of consciousness
in the form of the dream. The dream belongs to the normal

